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Cover Art
The Nativity with Scenes

Chronologically depicted in this icon is “The Temptation of Joseph," “The Birth 
of Jesus," “The Angels singing and announcing to the Shepherds," “The Magi," 
and “The Flight to Egypt."
 
Luke 2:1-20 describes the birth of Jesus, the angels singing “Glory to God in the 
highest…”, and the visit of the shepherds. 

Matthew 1:18 – 2:15 relates Joseph’s decision to divorce Mary privately, but he 
is informed by an angel that he should not be afraid to take her as his wife. 
Matthew also relates the visit of the Magi and the flight to Egypt.

We can begin with the scene at the bottom left of the icon. Joseph appears to 
be sitting in a cave. He is in the dark about what happened. Mary is pregnant 
and he knows he is not the father. The devil is tempting him.

The angels sang at Jesus’ birth. They were also certainly singing at our birth.

The Magi brought gifts to Jesus. Since our birth, how many have brought us 
gifts in the form of guidance, care,  and nourishment.

On the bottom right, we see the flight to Egypt.  James, the brother of Jesus, 
is following. An Orthodox tradition suggests that Joseph had been married 
before; his wife died, leaving him alone with James his son. The angel helped 
Joseph protect the Holy Family. Likewise, our Guardian Angels have probably 
had their share of work protecting us.

We thank one and all, in Jesus’ name.
 
© 1990 Fr. Clyde Rausch, OMI
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A Blessed Christmas to You!
On behalf of our staff and all our parishioners, we warmly welcome all visi-
tors who are joining us today. I want to thank all of our faithful parishioners 
who are here each week and offer their time, talent, and treasure on a regular 
basis to keep our parish so alive in God’s Spirit.  I pray that this liturgy will 
truly fill each of us with a deeper awareness of God’s Peace, Joy, and Love, 
which are given to us through the Holy Spirit.
 
We offer a special welcome to those in our midst today who are “coming back” 
to the Church and to those who are looking for a new parish community to 
join.  Our prayer for you is that this Mass will fill you with a new Spirit that 
will inspire you to come back on a regular basis for Sunday Mass.  If you are 
interested in joining or finding out more about St. Clare Parish, please pick 
up a welcome packet in the gathering space on your way out of church today.  
If you are not Catholic but are interested in learning more about the Catholic 
Church, check out our bulletin for details about an information session hap-
pening on Wednesday, January 16th at 6:30.  You are also welcome to call the 
parish office for more information.
 
Let us lift up our voices at the Mass in praise of God for the gift of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, who has come to set us free and give us God’s Mercy and Love!
 
Fr. Jim Deiters
Pastor
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Stay connected with us!

Facebook: Saint Clare Catholic Church
Before silencing your cell phone, Check In and 

post a photo to let your friends know you’re here!

www.stclarechurch.org

Email Updates: www.stclarechurch.org/enewsletter



4:30 Mass Prelude

St. Clare of Assisi Cherub & Treble Choirs

An Advent Prayer                                                        Randolph Currie (b.1943)
Text: Lucia Welch

Let us lift our voices as we wait the coming Lord;
Let us lift our voices now and offer up a song.

Come, Lord Jesus, come into our hearts;
Come, Lord Jesus, for you our spirits long.

There will be a new Messiah, born a child and yet a king;
He will bring us joy and gladness; He will give us grace to sing:

Come, Lord Jesus, come into our hearts;
Come, Lord Jesus, make the darkness light.

Hope will have a new beginning and a bright new day!
Jesus, born of Mary, comes, as we prepare the way:

Come, Lord Jesus, come into our hearts;
Come, Lord Jesus, be born in us today!

Dance and Sing                                          Hebrew Folk Melody (Hal Hopson, arr.)
Text: Isaiah 11:1-7

Dance and sing, for the Lord will be with us.  Glory, hallelujah.
Peace and justice soon will be with us.  Glory, hallelujah.

Clap your hands and sing: Glory, hallelujah.
 Joyful voices ring.  Glory, hallelujah.

Soon a son will come from Jesse.  His delight shall be the Lord.
He shall reign with truth and justice.  Come, O Savior, come.

Wolf and lamb shall rest together; calf and lion shall join as friends.
Peace shall come to all the nations.  Come, O Savior, come.
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Chorale Prelude on “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”              Gerald Near (b. 1942) 

Assembly Carol: Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming

Hail Mary                   William Ferris (1937-2000)

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you;
blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,

now and at the hour of our death. Amen.
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Text: Isaiah 11:1; Es ist ein�’ Ros�’ entsprungen; Speier Gesangbuch, 1599; tr. sts. 1�–2 by Theodore Baker, 1851�–1934, alt.; st. 3, Friedrich Layritz, 
    1808�–1859; tr. by Harriet Reynolds Krauth, 1845�–1925, alt.
Tune: ES IST EIN�’ ROS�’ ENSTSPRUNGEN, 7 6 7 6 6 7 6; Geistliche Kirchengesang, Cologne, 1599; harm. by Michael Praetorius, 1571�–1621

Lo, How a Rose E�’er BloomingLo, How a Rose E’er Blooming



Christmas Hymn                                                                   Flor Peeters (1903-1986)
      Text: Rev. Hyacinth Blocker, O.F.M. (1904-1969)

Rejoice with them in Bethlehem, and glory give this Christmas Day.
Praise to God and peace to men as long as ages run. Amen

Christ Was Born on Christmas Day             Medieval Tune (Pat Messick, arr.)

Christ was born on Christmas Day in a manger filled with hay;
Sheep and cows around him lay.  Christ was born on Christmas Day.

Shepherds heard the song that night as angels all around them bright
Told them of a wondrous sight.  Shepherds heard the song that night.

Wise men came with gifts to bring and bowed down to the baby king.
Guided by a star they’d seen, wise men came with gifts to bring.  

Prelude on Greensleeves                  Richard Purvis (1913-1994)

Assembly Carol: What Child Is This?                                   
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Hear Mary crooning a lullaby, Ave!
And angels echoing from the sky, Ave!
See Joseph smile with pride and joy,
And whittle a block of wood for a toy
To give to the fair little sleeping Boy, Ave!

Now in the heavens the angels sing. Ave!
All praise to God in the highest bring! Ave!

The shepherds hear the music soar
And gather together lambs from their store

And run to the stable and Christ adore. Ave!
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837�–1898
Tune: GREENSLEEVES, 8 7 8 7 with refrain; English melody, 16th C.; harm. by John Stainer, 1840�–1901
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837�–1898
Tune: GREENSLEEVES, 8 7 8 7 with refrain; English melody, 16th C.; harm. by John Stainer, 1840�–1901
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837�–1898
Tune: GREENSLEEVES, 8 7 8 7 with refrain; English melody, 16th C.; harm. by John Stainer, 1840�–1901

What Child Is This 

refrain 
on next page



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                 Traditional Polish Carol (Ellen Coman, arr.)

Infant holy, Infant lowly, For his bed a cattle stall;
Oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the Babe is Lord of all.

Swift are winging angels singing, Nowells ringing, tidings bringing;
Christ the Babe is Lord of all.

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping Vigil till the morning new;
Saw the glory, heard the story, Tidings of a gospel true.

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, Praises voicing greet the morrow;
Christ the babe was born for you.

Do You Hear What I Hear?                                         Noel Rigney & Gloria Shayne

Said the night wind to the little lamb,
“Do you see what I see? Way up in the sky, little lamb,

Do you see what I see? A star, a star, dancing in the night
With a tail as big as a kite, With a tail as big as a kite.”

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy,
“Do you hear what I hear? Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy,

Do you hear what I hear? A song, a song high above the trees
With a voice as big as the sea, With a voice as big as the sea.”

Said the shepherd boy to the mighty king,
“Do you know what I know? In your palace warm, mighty king,

Do you know what I know? A Child, a Child shivers in the cold--
Let us bring him silver and gold, Let us bring him silver and gold.”
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837�–1898
Tune: GREENSLEEVES, 8 7 8 7 with refrain; English melody, 16th C.; harm. by John Stainer, 1840�–1901
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837�–1898
Tune: GREENSLEEVES, 8 7 8 7 with refrain; English melody, 16th C.; harm. by John Stainer, 1840�–1901

What Child Is This 



Said the king to the people everywhere,
“Listen to what I say! Pray for peace, people, everywhere,

Listen to what I say! The Child, the Child sleeping in the night
He will bring us goodness and light, He will bring us goodness and light.”

Assembly Carol: Away in a Manger

Please turn to page 16 for the Order of Mass.
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11:00 Mass Prelude

St. Clare of Assisi Choir

Reading from a sermon by St. Leo the Great, pope

Gloria in Excelsis                                                            Jacques Berthier (1923-1994)

While By My Sheep                                                       17th Century German Carol
Hugo Jüngst (1853-1923), arr.

While by my sheep we watched at night, glad tidings brought an angel bright.
How great our joy!  Joy, joy, joy!  Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!
There shall be born, so he did say, in Bethlehem a child today.

There shall the child lie in a stall, this child who shall redeem us all.
This gift of God we’ll cherish well, that ever joy our hearts shall fill.

Kristine Blair, Diane Dodd, Gary Dotson, Tim Claxton
Echo Quartet

O Holy Night                                                                     Adolphe Adam (1803-1856)
Text: Placide Cappeau (1808-1877)

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining. 
Till He appeared and the Soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees! Oh, hear the angel voices! 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born; 

O night, O holy night, O night divine!

10



Truly He taught us to love one another, 
His law is love and His gospel is peace. 

Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother. 
And in his name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, 
With all our hearts we praise His holy name. 
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we, 

His power and glory ever more proclaim! 

Barb Compton, Mandy LoPresti, Molly Compton
soloists

Reading – Isaiah 52:7

Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain                     Carolyn Jennings (b. 1936)
Text: Isaiah 40, adapted
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He who made the stars in the heaven,
He who fashioned the earth and the sea,

From time eternal, He was God, 
the Alpha and Omega, He.

Climb to the top of the highest mountain,
Joyous tidings proclaim to the world,

Lift up your voice, Shout the good news:
Behold, your Lord comes to you.

He will feed his flock like a shepherd,
He will carry the lambs in his arms,

He will ever keep them safe from harm.
Behold, your Lord comes to you.



Reading – Isaiah 40:3-5

“And the Glory of the Lord” from Messiah          George Frederic Handel (1685-1759)
                          Text: Isaiah 40:5

And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together: 

for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Reading – Luke 2:16-19

Sweet Was the Song                                                                  Grasyton Ives (b.1948)
Text: William Ballet’s Lute Book, ca. 1600

Sweet was the song the Virgin sang,
When she to Bethle’m Juda came,

And was deliver’d of a Son,
That blessed Jesus hath to name.

Lalula, lalula, lalulaby, sweet babe, sang she,
And rocked Him sweetly on her knee.

My Son, and eke a Saviour born,
Who hast vouchsafed from on high

To visit us that were forlorn.
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He will love the little children,
He will hold them in his arms.

Love him and trust him as a child.
Behold, your Lord comes to you.

He will come in power and glory,
He will rule with mercy and truth,

Hope of the nations, Light of the world,
Light of all the world.



Reading – Isaiah 11:1-3a 

O Come, Divine Messiah!                                                   Traditional French Carol
Setting: Howard Helvey (b.1968)

Text: M. l’abbé Pellegrin (1663-1745)

O come, Divine Messiah, The world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph, And sadness flee away.

Dear Savior, haste! Come, come to earth. Dispel the night and show your face,
And bid us hail the dawn of grace. O come, Divine Messiah,

The world in silence waits the day When hope shall sing its triumph, And sadness flee away.

You come in peace and meekness, And lowly will your cradle be:
All clothed in human weakness Shall we your God-head see.

O come Desired of nations, Whom priest and prophet long foretold,
Come break the captive fetters, Redeem the long-lost fold.

Reading – 1 John 1

What Sweeter Music                            John Rutter (b.1945)
Text: Robert Herrick (1591-1674)
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What sweeter music can we bring
Than a carol, for to sing
The birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night, fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day,
That sees December turned to May.

Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn,
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see
The cause, why things thus fragrant be:
‘Tis He is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and luster, public mirth,
To heaven, and the under-earth.

Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly, and this ivy wreath,

To do him honour, who’s our King,
And Lord of all this revelling.

We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,

Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
The darling of the world is come,

And fit it is, we find a room
To welcome him. The nobler part

Of all the house here, is the heart.



Proclamation of the Nativity of the Lord
from the Roman Martyrology

The announcement of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord from the 
Roman Martyrology draws upon Sacred Scripture to declare in a formal way 
the birth of Christ. It begins with creation and relates the birth of the Lord 
to the major events and personages of sacred and secular history. The particu-
lar events contained in the announcement help pastorally to situate the birth 
of Jesus in the context of salvation history.

The Twenty-fifth Day of December, 
when ages beyond number had run their course from the creation of the world, 

when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, and formed man in his own 
likeness; when century upon century had passed 

since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood, 
as a sign of covenant and peace; in the twenty-first century since Abraham, 

our father in faith, came out of Ur of the Chaldees;
in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led 

by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt; 
around the thousandth year since David was anointed King;

in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;

in the year seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome;
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, 

the whole world being at peace,
JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to consecrate 

the world by his most loving presence, was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and when nine months had passed since his conception,

was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man:

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

Please turn to page 16 for the Order of Mass.
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10:00 Mass Prelude

Members of the St. Clare of Assisi Choir

Divinum Mysterium                       Gerald Near (b.1942) 

Assembly Carol: Of the Father’s Love Begotten             Hymnal #427

Prelude on Greensleeves               Richard Purvis (1913-1994)

Assembly Carol: What Child Is This?                                   Hymnal #466

Chorale Prelude on “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                    Gerald Near 

Assembly Carol: Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming               Hymnal #451

Chorale Prelude on “Es ist ein Ros entsprungen” Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 

Assembly Carol: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice             Hymnal #440

Praeludium on “In Dulci Jubilo”                                 Leo Sowerby (1895-1968)
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Processional Carol 
O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                         Adeste Fidelis

Setting: David Willcocks (1919-2015)
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Sign of the Cross & Greeting
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Kyrie Eleison 
4:30 & 10:00 - Mass of Wisdom                                                         Steve Janco

Penitential Act
Confiteor
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to do,

   And, striking their breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault;

Then they continue:

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

11:00
“Missa Brevis, Sancti Johannes de Deo”            Franz Josef Haydn (1732-1809)



Gloria                                                                            Steve JancoMass of Wisdom
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First Reading                                                         Isaiah 9: 1-6 
Liturgy of the Word

Responsorial Psalm                                             Stephen Eros (b. 1990)

1. Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Sing to the LORD; bless his name.

2. Announce his salvation, day after day.
Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.

3. Let the heavens be glad 
and the earth rejoice;

let the sea and what fills it resound; 
let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!

Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.

4. They shall exult before the LORD, 
for he comes;

for he comes to rule the earth.
He shall rule the world with justice
and the peoples with his constancy.

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.
You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing,
as they rejoice before you as at the harvest,
as people make merry when dividing spoils.
For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder,
and the rod of their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of Midian.
For every boot that tramped in battle, every cloak rolled in blood,
will be burned as fuel for flames.
For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests.
They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.
His dominion is vast and forever peaceful,
from David's throne, and over his kingdom,
which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice,
both now and forever.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!

Psalm 96
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Second Reading                                                     Titus 3:4-7

Gospel Acclamation                                                Paul French (b.1959)

Good news!  I proclaim to you good news and great joy! 
Today is born your Savior, Christ the LORD.

Beloved:
When the kindness and generous love 
of God our savior appeared,
not because of any righteous deeds we had done
but because of his mercy,
He saved us through the bath of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
whom he richly poured out on us
through Jesus Christ our savior,
so that we might be justified by his grace
and become heirs in hope of eternal life.

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those
on whom his favor rests.

A holy day has dawned upon us.
Come, you nations, and adore the Lord.

For today a great light has come upon the earth.
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Gospel                                   Matthew 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.
When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, 
but before they lived together, 
she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, 
yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 
decided to divorce her quietly.
Such was his intention when, behold,
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
“Joseph, son of David, 
do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.
For it is through the Holy Spirit 
that this child has been conceived in her.
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins."
All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had said through the prophet:
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,
which means “God is with us."
When Joseph awoke,
he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him 
and took his wife into his home.
He had no relations with her until she bore a son, 
and he named him Jesus.

524  THE ORDER OF MASS

 If, however, a Deacon is not present, the Priest, bowing before the altar, says quietly:
Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God,
that I may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.

15. The Deacon, or the Priest, then proceeds to the ambo, accompanied, if appropriate, by 
ministers with incense and candles. There he says:

& œ
!"#$%&'($)#$*+,"$-&./

œ œ œ œ
The L ord be with you.

 The people reply:

& œ
!"#$%&'($)*+,$-.&,/&'0

œ œ œ œ
And with your spirit.

 The Deacon, or the Priest:

& á œ œ œ

A reading from the holy Gospel according to N.

 and, at the same time, he makes the Sign of the Cross on the book and on his forehead, lips, 
and breast.

 The people acclaim:

& á
!"#$%&'#&%#()&&*&+#$,-

œ œ
Glory to you, O Lord.

 Then the Deacon, or the Priest, incenses the book, if incense is used, and proclaims the Gospel.

16. At the end of the Gospel, the Deacon, or the Priest, acclaims:

& á
!"#$%&'(#)$&*$$+"#$,&-./

œ œ
The Gospel of the L ord.
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Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God,
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& œ
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and breast.

 The people acclaim:

& á
!"#$%&'#&%#()&&*&+#$,-

œ œ
Glory to you, O Lord.

 Then the Deacon, or the Priest, incenses the book, if incense is used, and proclaims the Gospel.

16. At the end of the Gospel, the Deacon, or the Priest, acclaims:

& á
!"#$%&'(#)$&*$$+"#$,&-./

œ œ
The Gospel of the L ord.

Priest/Deacon: The Lord be with you.

Assembly:

Priest/Deacon: A reading from...

Assembly:
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 All reply:

& á
!"#$%&'()'*)+,''-)".''/&0%+%'12"$%(3

œ œ œ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

 Then he kisses the book, saying quietly:
Through the words of the Gospel
may our sins be wiped away.

17. Then follows the Homily, which is to be preached by a Priest or Deacon on all Sundays and 
Holydays of Obligation; on other days, it is recommended. 

18. At the end of the Homily, the Symbol or Profession of Faith or Creed, when prescribed, is 
either sung or said: 

& œ œ œœ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
& œ œ œ œœ œœ œœ b œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b á œ œ œœ
& œ œ œ œ œ á œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
& œ œ œœœ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œœ œœ œ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ
& œ œ œœ b œ œœ œ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ b œ œ œ œ œ œœ b

Priest/Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.

Assembly:
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Homily               Fr. Jim Deiters

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

At the bolded words below, all genuflect
*and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.*
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Nicene Creed

Universal Prayer                                                         Mike Hay (1953-1999)Trilingual Intercessions
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Offertory Music (11:00) 
Scene: The Birth of Christ from “Messiah”                G. F. Handel (1685-1759)

Text: Luke 2:8-14
Pifa – Pastoral Symphony

Recitative & Accompagnato – Heather Ertel, soprano
There were shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flocks by night.

And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, 

and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them: “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.

For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

And suddenly there was with the angel, 
a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God, and saying:

Chorus
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, good will towards men.”

Offertory Carol (4:30)           
Shepherds, Run Along                                              Traditional Polish Carol 

Setting: Stephen Mager 

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Shepherds, run along and bring your pipes to play!
On your way to Bethlehem without delay!

Haste ye to the manger lowly; 
come and see the Holy Child, Jesus mild.

There upon the hills surrounding Bethlehem 
Came an angel messenger with news for them:
“Glory to God in heaven, to us a Son is given: 

heav’nly birth, peace on earth!”
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Offertory Carol (10:00)                                                        
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen                                   Traditional English Carol

Setting: David Willcocks
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531

THE  E UCHARISTIC PRAYE R

31. Then the Priest begins the Eucharistic Prayer.

& œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ
& œœ œœ œ œœ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ
& œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œœ

 Extending his hands, he says:
The L ord be with you.

 The people reply:
And with your spirit.

 The Priest, raising his hands, continues:
L ift up your hearts.

 The people:
We lift them up to the Lord.

 The Priest, with hands extended, adds:
L et us give thanks to the L ord our God.

 The people:
It is right and just.

 The Priest, with hands extended, continues the Preface.

The Eucharistic Prayer

Holy, Holy, Holy

Mass of WisdomEucharistic 
Acclamations                 

Steve Janco



Memorial Acclamation

Great Amen
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Communion Rite
Lord’s Prayer
Sign of Peace
Lamb of God

Invitation to Communion

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, 
  Behold him who takes away the sins of the world.    
  Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All:   Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
  but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.



Communion Carol                                                        
Angels We Have Heard On High                                  Traditional French Carol

Setting: Michael Burkhardt (b.1957)
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Communion Carol (4:30)                              
He Is Born                                                                    Traditional French Carol 

Setting: Ellen Coman

He is born, the holy child, play the oboe and bagpipes merrily! 
He is born, the holy child, sing we all of the Savior mild.

Through long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his coming; 
Through long ages of the past, Now the time has come at last!

O how lovely, O how pure is this perfect child of heaven;
O how lovely, O how pure, gracious gift to humankind.

Jesus, Lord of all the world, coming as a child among us, 
Jesus, Lord of all the world, grant to us thy heav’nly peace.
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Communion Carol (11:00)                                   
Shepherds, Run Along                                                   Traditional Polish Carol

Setting: Stephen Mager

Shepherds, run along and bring your pipes to play!
On your way to Bethlehem without delay!

Haste ye to the manger lowly; 
come and see the Holy Child, Jesus mild.

There upon the hills surrounding Bethlehem 
Came an angel messenger with news for them:
“Glory to God in heaven, to us a Son is given: 

heav’nly birth, peace on earth!”



Prayer After Communion

Communion Carol (4:30 & 11:00)
Silent Night                                                          Stille Nacht

Setting: A. Dennis Sparger (b.1942)
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The magic of “Silent Night” has remained uninterrupted for 200 years. 
A song that promises consolation and gives hope. Over and over again.

For centuries, the song has crossed borders and overcome crises. It connects people no matter 
their origin, age or religion, and provides a link back to the time during which it was created. 
200 years ago, Joseph Mohr, a priest from Salzburg, and Franz Xavier Gruber, a teacher from 

Upper Austria, sang the song for the very first time at the St. Nikola Church in Oberndorf 
near Salzburg. The original poem was authored by Joseph Mohr, whereas Franz Xavier Gruber 

added the melody on his request. Only a few years later, singing families from the Zillertal 
valley carried the song from Austria into Europe and the rest of the world. Today, the song is 

performed in over 300 languages and dialects – https://www.stillenacht.com/en/



Recessional Carol             
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                                       Mendelssohn

Setting: David Willcocks

Concluding Rites
Blessing & Dismissal
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Postlude on “Mendelssohn                                    David Willcocks

Music in this worship aid has been reprinted with permission under OneLicense A-704899.  
Image on page 15 was created by Cynthia Ostrowski 

and used with permission from Corpus Christi Watershed (www.ccwatershed.org)





Is a murmuring dove nearby 
as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the dove that you will see 

coming down from parting skies.
That day is far away, O child upon the hay,

but in the stable I can hear a murmuring dove.

Is a donkey standing near 
as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the donkey you will ride 

through the cheering pilgrim throng.
That day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see a donkey stand.

Are the shadows deep and dark 
as you sleep upon the hay? –
like the darkness that will fall 
though the sun is overhead.

That day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see the shadows dark.

Does the morning sun break in 
as you sleep upon the hay? –

like the sun of early dawn 
that reveals an empty tomb.

That day is far away, O child upon the hay,
but in the stable I can see the morning sun.

Written by American poet and hymn writer Richard Leach (b.1953), this 
beautiful text, as if spoken by Mary or Joseph, celebrates Christ’s nativity as 

it foreshadows His life, ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection.

The painting “Nativity” by Fr. Sieger Köder contains similar elements of 
foreshadowing as the inscription from Jesus’ cross is pictured at the bottom.  
Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudæorum – Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews


